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First Sunday of Advent

Welcome to Worship at Minnehaha Communion Lutheran Church!

Please turn OFF cell phones and pagers. Thank you!
Worship Information
Hymns and liturgies for the service today are included in the bulletin. The congregation
reads aloud anything in bold print following the “C”.
You will note directions in the service for when to stand as you are able or to sit. If you
would prefer to remain seated throughout worship, please feel free to do so.

Children Welcome!
Infants and children are encouraged to be present during worship. A quiet activity area is
available at the front right of the worship center for those whose hands need to keep busy.
A rocker is available as well for those who may find it helpful. As always, youngsters are
welcome and valued as important participants in worship and witness!

Hospitality
An elevator is available and can be accessed by taking the ramp at the front of the worship
center entering the chapel and turning right. Restrooms are located off the stairwells
leading to the Fellowship Hall and also outside the church office. Diaper changing tables
have been placed in both the women’s and men’s restrooms off of Fellowship Hall.

Trouble Hearing?
Personal hearing amplifiers are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher to assist you.

The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian practices of northern Europe. People sought the return of the
sun in the dark time of the year (at the winter solstice) by lighting candles and fires. As early as the middle Ages,
Christians used fire and light to represent Christ’s coming into the world. Using this same symbolism, the Advent
wreath developed a few centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return in
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath, a circle, came to represent the eternal victory over death through Jesus
Christ. The evergreens were a sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s people, even in death, and the lighted
candles were a reminder of the light of Christ brought into the world (ELCA.org).

CENTERING
This is an intentional time to find a place of calm and to prepare through silent prayer and contemplation.

BELLS

ADVENT PROCESSIONAL

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen.
L: Merciful God,
C: We come before you, beloved and imperfect. We have not always treated others as
we would want to be treated. We haven’t always called out injustice. We haven’t
always been kind to ourselves. Remind us of who we are, beloved children protected
in your love, called to bring healing to all in need. Amen.
L: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our transgressions but
helps each of us to learn and grow, you are free to love as God loves you.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“Lead Us to Your Light”

Carol Browning

Cantor: Refrain
Congregation: Refrain
Cantor: Lord, we await your coming to our world;
bring us the gift of salvation.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: and also with you.
L: Let us pray.
C: In the Spirit of joy we pray to you gracious God, guide our hearts to embrace
compassion and empathy, guide our actions to compassionately care for all of
creation. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING

Romans 13:11-13

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s
coming in the future.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably in the day as in the night.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
1
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
5
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.”
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Psalm 122

GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. 37 "With God, nothing shall be impossible.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Pastor Shawna

HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

ELW 257 vs. 1 & 2

VENI, EMMANUEL

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Alternating language from hear our prayer to receive our prayer, is inclusive for individuals who are
deaf or hard of hearing, God receives our prayers under all circumstances.)

L: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns
for new hope.
A brief silence.
L: God of creation, awaken the global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down
barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing
work. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
L: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and
protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
L: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger.
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are
sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
L: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. During the Holy season of Advent and
Christmas, comfort us as we miss those who left to return to be with. Renew our faith in
knowing our loved ones are always protected in your care. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
L: Gracious God, we lift these prayers to you and the unspoken prayers on our hearts. In
Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”

ELW 686

HEATH

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
C: Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN

“People, Look East”

ELW 248

BESANCON

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, let the love of God guide you now and forever.
C: Thanks be to God.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Liturgy
from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #31198. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Other music used by permission under
OneLicense #A-715410, CCLI License # 2797205. Hymns not otherwise cited are in the public domain.

PASTOR: Shawna Day
ORGANIST: Diane West
OFFICE MANAGER: Roberta Holscher
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Brenda Robbins
STREAMING TEAM: Zack Robbins, Roxanne Dunlop, Brenda Robbins, Paultina Rollay
CANTORS: Margaret Wilkes, Bobbie Kuhlman READER: Nora Salkowski
TELLERS: Marilyn Boehm, Paultina Rollay
USHERS: Mason Sweetman, Jim Power
ATTENDANCE November 20: 51
Prayer Concerns for This Week: Please pray for: Sharesti Anderson; Doreen Anderson;
Eleanor Ewald (sister of Carole Hansen); RaNae Godejohn; Steve Horsfield (friend of Pat
Botten); Nancy Gallo; Michelle Stevens Hurd (grandniece of Carole Hansen); Bill Lehrke;
Naomi Luxton (Pastor Shawna’s niece); Betty Richards (Erv Boehm’s sister); Darlene
Sandey; Shawn Whale; and those we name in our hearts…
Long-Term Prayer Requests: Jon Borodine; Allen Eckman; Linda Erickson (sister of
Vicky Anderson, daughter of Ruby Anderson); Carol Fisher; Doug Houge; David and
Andrea Olson

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, November 27

9:45 AM MCLC Worship/Sunday School

Tuesday, November 29

9:15 AM Worship Planning Meeting
10:00 AM MCLC Staff Meeting
2:00 PM Visual Bible Study, “The Chosen”

Thursday, December 1

10:00 AM Sanctuary Cleaning

Sunday, December 4

9:45 AM MCLC Worship/Sunday School

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you!
Thanks to Diane West and Roxanne Dunlop for sharing their musical gifts today. Thanks,
also, to Margaret Wilkes for her ongoing commitment to leading the singing on our livestream each week.

Sanctuary Cleaning
Sanctuary cleaning is scheduled for Thursday, December 1st at 10:00 am. We are looking
for volunteers to help get it spruced up and looking good for Christmas. Please come if
you can help. Thank you!

Poinsettias
As in years past, we will be decorating our altar area with poinsettias which are available
in red, pink and white. The double poinsettias are $15 each. Forms are available in the
narthex if you would like to include names of those you wish to honor or remember with
your poinsettia purchase. You can also send in your order and names to the church
office. Deadline for ordering is December 10th.

Cookies/Thank You Lunch
As we have done in past years, WELCA is putting together cookie treats for our friends
who are not able to join us for services on a regular basis. We will also be having our
annual thank you luncheon following the church service on December 11th, and extra
cookies are used to make trays for each table.
Your support is essential! Cookies (5 dozen) need to be at church by 9:00 am on December
10th. Make your cookies small for easy packaging. Let one of us know if you can help to
package the cookies and set up for the lunch on Sunday. If you do not bake but would like
to donate small bags of wrapped chocolate/Christmas candy, we can use those as well in
the cookie containers (no mint or peppermint). We get such wonderful feedback from
those who receive these treats. Contact Mary Foslien, Kathy Mackdanz, Cleo Medlock or
Pat Botten to sign up or if you have questions.

SHREDRIGHT4GOOD Fundraiser Reminder
Proceeds help reduce MCLC’s budget deficit. Keep your information safe, keep the earth
healthy, and help MCLC. You can drop off two paper grocery bags of shredding
(approximately 20 pounds) for $20. You are encouraged to bring any of your old financial
statements, bank records, cancelled checks, credit card statements, medical records, legal
documents, payroll information, investment data, school records, address books, bills and
receipts, and junk mail (staples are okay). No non-paper items such as 3-ring binders,
clips, hanging file folders or plastics are accepted. Call the church office (612/722-9527)
to schedule your drop-off date and time.

Announcement: Christmas Eve Service: 4pm,
Christmas Day Service: 11am.

(11am is replacing the 9:45am service)

