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The MCLC Celebrates Committee, Patty D, Traci, Paultina, Erin, Karen, and Cleo,
want to say thank you for helping make the MCLC celebration a huge success!
Thank you to Tammy for providing coffee and cookies outside before the service
started.

Thank you to Pastor Shawna for coordination and setup for the outside service.
Thank you to Todd Thompson and his band for leading us in music. We also want to
say thank you to Richard, Mason and Karl for their music. We love hearing you play.
Thank you to Bobbie and Mugs for leading us in singing.
Thank you to those who prepared and served the delicious tacos-in-a-bag: Patty B,
Mary, Wes, Tammy, Scott, Lindsey, and Susan A. There were about 110 served!
You did a great job with cleanup too. We also thank those who did things outdoors
like setup the tent or put it away, moving the chairs and tables, helping with the
games, taking care of the garbage: Jim P, Deb, Jen, Mason, Drew, Zack, Scott,
Tammy, Lindsey, Laine, Nick who also helped watch the kids at the bouncy house
and Danny for serving us ice cream.
Many thanks to Marilyn, Brenda, Kathy M and Shirley, for helping sell raffle tickets
and books. You can still order books every Sunday until November 19th.
We also want to thank Hazel Sanders and Hazel Dugan who helped us by drawing the
names for the raffles. Winner of the Viking basket was Laine Adams and winner of
the harvest basket was Pat Botten.
Thank all who participated in the Apron fashion
show, Nora and her doll, Shirley, Jen, Hazel S, Hazel D. You guys
were great!
Thank you to Bobbie for sharing her photo albums of our church from
years gone by in the fireside room. If you didn’t get the chance to see
the rolling digital confirmation pictures that were on display in the
fireside room, you will get another chance.
We hope we have included everyone who helped. Please forgive us if
we left anyone out because all the help was very needed and appreciated.

Thank you to everyone who came, you helped make this day
successful and memorable.
Most of all we want to thank God for the beautiful sunshiny day
we had.
Together we can do great things!

MCLC News
Reconciling In Christ History
At the Annual Meeting in February, 2021, MCLC voted to begin the discernment and study
process for becoming a Reconciling in Christ congregation. The Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
program was created to help churches actively welcome people of all sexual orientations and
gender identities and expressions. The process typically takes 6-24 months, and includes
relationship-building, congregational learning, and the writing of a welcoming statement.

In response to the vote, a Core Team was assembled in early 2021. We have been following
the Building an Inclusive Church curriculum, and team members attended training in May of
2021. Throughout 2021 we met with members of the congregation to explore what it means to
feel welcome at MCLC. In late 2021 through the Summer of 2022 we have studied ways to
make newcomers feel engaged with MCLC. We read the books Becoming a Welcoming
Church and Grow Your Church! We also did a walkthrough of the building to look for areas
where signage and the physical layout of space could be improved. We are also updating the
website to make it easier for visitors – and current members! - to get the information they
want.
While the LGBTQIA+ community has often felt unwelcome in church spaces, many other
people have similar experiences. Too often people feel marginalized and do not recognize
themselves in our “all”. The trauma of exclusion means that they need to be actively
welcomed. The goal of MCLC’s RIC Core Team is to specifically extend our welcome to a
wide variety of people, whether due to sexual orientation, gender expression, race, income,
citizenship, housing status, family composition, physical ability, neuro-diversity, or other
attribute. We are all made in God’s image, and our Core Team is exploring the ways we can
share that message so everyone sees themselves in it.
Over the next year we plan to have learning and listening sessions for the congregation to
attend. The ultimate goal is to create a Welcoming Statement that can sit alongside our
Mission, and officially join the community of Reconciling in Christ Congregations.

MCLC News
June 2022 – Erin’s message to congregation during the announcements
Good morning, everyone! Today I wanted to take a moment to tell share an update about
Minnehaha Communion’s Reconciling in Christ process, which you may have heard some
of us refer to as RIC. Reconciling in Christ is an ELCA organization that partners with
congregations to create inclusive and welcoming communities for all people regardless of
sexuality, gender expression, race, and more.

In the Bible we hear story after story of Jesus reaching out to and welcoming people on the
margins. So trying to follow Jesus’s example, at the 2021 Congregational Meeting, the
congregation voted to begin the RIC process to learn more about diverse people and how we
as a community can welcome everyone.
Over the last year our Reconciling in Christ study group, with me, Patty Dolan, Laine Adams,
Vicky Anderson (before the desert called her south), Joanna and our various pastors, have been
conducting interviews with congregation members, learning the stories of our congregation,
and identifying some of MCLC’s core values. Many of you have talked to one of us. One thing
we have heard time and time again is that MCLC values welcoming people.
Even though I am a lifelong member, there are times that I have felt the power of a truly
accepting welcome, a welcome that emphasizes that I and my family are wanted for who we
are. When my children were very little, like many parents, I worried about their noise and
fidgeting, knowing they were distractions for lots of people. But many of you specifically
came up to me to emphasize just how pleased you were to see the kids here. That really meant
a lot.
That’s the kind of positive welcome of acceptance, and not just tolerance, that many, many
people need to feel in the church. But they very often don’t get it. That’s why the work of the
RIC process is so important to me and the others in the
group.
In the coming weeks and months we as a congregation will
be having conversations and educational opportunities about
welcoming and you are invited to participate! There will be
more information in the upcoming Illuminator and if you
have any questions or want to learn more about RIC you can
talk to anyone on the RIC Committee or attend our next
meeting in July.

October
Birthdays

 Thank you to my friends at MCLC for all of the prayers,
cards, and gifts I received. I am so blessed that you helped
me celebrate my 90th birthday. ~Ervin Boehm
 Thank you to Art Caple for refinishing our front church
doors and to Scott Adams for painting the door hardware.
Jordan Medlock
Richard Duncan
Steve Foslien
Phil Foslien
Roberta Holscher
Mark Hedlund
Marrin Lerfald
Laine Adams
Katelyn Kennedy
Molly Mackdanz
MacKenzie Hoffmann
Nicholas Engen
Debra Melrose
Brady Wolke
Lyle Berg
Robert McMaster
Eileen Finley
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Ruthanne Lindback
Jim Power
Tamra Adams
Arthur Caple
Carrie Hansen
Emmalee Trottier

 Thank you to Patty Dolan and Darryl Kuhlman for all of the
landscaping and reseeding the grass after our new sidewalk
work was done.

Butter..Butter!
WELCA is once again looking for donations of SALTED
butter for our Lutefisk Dinner and Holiday Bazaar.
Please bring butter by November 1 and put in the silver
fridge. There will be a box marked butter donations. In past
years, having butter donated eliminates this expense for
WELCA. Your help is greatly appreciated!
If you have questions, see Pat Botten or Cleo Medlock.

Fall Book Club Read

October 27th at 6:30 p.m.
When our embarrassments and fears lie, we often listen to
them anyway. They thwart our gratitude, acceptance, and
compassion—our goodness. They insist, “I am not worthy.”
But we are worthy—of self-discovery, personal growth, and
boundless love. With Brené Brown’s game-changing New York
Times bestseller, The Gifts of Imperfection—which has sold
more than 2 million copies in more than 30 different
languages, and Forbes recently named one of the "Five
Books That Will Actually Change Your Outlook On Life"—
we find courage to overcome paralyzing fear and selfconsciousness, strengthening our connection to the world.
Books are available in the church office for $12.

“Songs of My Life”
Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 pm
Potluck Meal at 6:00 pm
We gather to share through music, readings and
personal life experiences. Songs, readings and
questions are presented to help us think about a
certain theme. We focus on connecting, respecting
all who want to share and establishing a safe
place.

Chili Fundraiser
Sunday, October 23rd

after worship
Chili and Cornbread!
Proceeds go to general operations of MCLC

Our Church Council meeting
minutes will now be published on
our website rather than in the
monthly Illuminator newsletter.
If you wish to receive a paper
copy of the monthly Council
minutes, please contact the church
office at 612/722-9527
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PRAYER FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE
O Lord, God of life, as you are for all creation, give us
your peace. May our security come not from weapons, but
from respect. May our strength come not from violence,
but from love. May our own wealth come not from money,
but from sharing.
May our path be not one of ambition, but of justice. May
our victory not be one of revenge, but of forgiveness,
unarmed and confident, help us to defend the dignity of all
creation. Sharing today and always the bread of solidarity
and peace.
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Faith Vigil for Peace in Ukraine

Liturgy & Worship
Sunday Scripture Readings for October
October 2
Habukkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
October 9
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

October 16
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

October 30
Isaiah 1:10-18
Psalm 32:1-7
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10

October 23
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
Psalm 84:1-7
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

LONG-TERM PRAYER REQUESTS
Long-Term Prayer Requests: Rosemary Borodine; Jon Borodine; Allen Eckman; Linda Erickson
(sister of Vicky Anderson, daughter of Ruby Anderson); Carol Fisher; Doug Houge; David and
Andrea Olson

Our Prayer List is a rotating list of all members of Minnehaha Communion:
James & Jennifer Brigham, Rowan; Erin Brothen & Nick Salkowski, Karl and Nora; Suzanne
Brothen; Elsie Buffie; Arthur Caple; Jeff & MaryBeth Carlson; Ashley Carlson, Aleeya; Jasmine
Carlson, Izabel and Emma Moran; Kelly & Shani Catarra, Alexis, Raven, and Nico; Joshua
Dettman, Joshua Dettman, Jr.; Patty Dolan; Hila Draving; Dean & Traci Dugan; Drew Dugan,
Hazel and Emmanuel; Luke & McKenzie Dugan

Fall Fundraising Rummage Sale!
Saturday, October 8th
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Please join us and tell your friends and family!

October 2022
Sunday, October 2
Tuesday, October 4

Wednesday, October 5
Thursday, October 6
Friday, October 7
Saturday, October 8
Sunday, October 9
Tuesday, October 11

Wednesday, October 12

Thursday, October 13
Friday, October 14
Sunday, October 16
Monday, October 17
Tuesday, October 18

Wednesday, October 19

Thursday, October 20
Friday, October 21
Sunday, October 23
Tuesday, October 25

Wednesday, October 26
Thursday, October 27
Friday, October 28
Sunday, October 30

9:45 am Worship (in-person/livestream)
9:15 am Worship Planning Meeting
10:00 am MCLC Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
9:00 am Rummage Sale
9:45 am Worship (in-person/livestream)/Sunday School
11:00 am Semi-annual Congregational Meeting
9:15 am Worship Planning Meeting
10:00 am MCLC Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
6:00 pm Potluck Meal
7:00 pm Songs of My Life
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
9:45 am Worship (in-person/livestream)/Sunday School
6:30 pm MCLC Foundation Meeting
9:15 am Worship Planning Meeting
10:00 am MCLC Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Church Council Meeting
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
ILLUMINATOR DEADLINE
4:30 pm Property Committee Meeting
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
9:45 am Worship (in-person/livestream)/Sunday School
9:15 am Worship Planning Meeting
10:00 am MCLC Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Visual Bible Study
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
9:30 am Illuminator Mailing
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
6:30 pm Book Conversation
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
7:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous
9:45 am Worship (in-person/livestream)/Sunday School
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